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OVER ONE MILLION COPIES SOLDThe life story of Ishi, the Yahi Indian, lone survivor of a

doomed tribe, is unique in the annals of North American anthropology. For more than forty years,

Theodora Kroeber's biography has been sharing this tragic and absorbing drama with readers all

over the world.Ishi stumbled into the twentieth century on the morning of August 29, 1911, when,

desperate with hunger and with terror of the white murderers of his family, he was found in the

corral of a slaughter house near Oroville, California. Finally identified as an Indian by an

anthropologist, Ishi was brought to San Francisco by Professor T. T. Waterman and lived there the

rest of his life under the care and protection of Alfred Kroeber and the staff of the University of

California's Museum of Anthropology.
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This poignant portrayal of the most dramatic culture clash in American history reads like a literary

bio-drama. Theodora Kroeber's exhaustive research and respectful treatment of aboriginal heritage

provide accurate details of a successful Indian culture, which so-called Civilization had effaced from

the earth by 1911. Starting with the geology and anthropology of the Yana and Yahi tribes (north of

San Francisco Bay), she recreates their vanished lifstyle. Part One describes the relatively peaceful

existence of local native American tribes who learned to coexist both with Nature and each other.

But the advent of the white man destroyed the fragile ecological and social balance which had

existed for centuries, as Yankees and Hispanics gradually encroached on Indian territory--scorning

their customs as "savage." Ishi's tribe was hated and ultimately hunted into extinction. Himself the



last survivor, he staggered into a frontier town, gaunt, ragged and in mourning-- expecting instant

death. Having lost touch with the last human beings who understood his pre-Columbian world, he

had nothing to live for. Part Two compassionately depicts his amazing metamorphosis from the last

wild man to Mr. Ishi. He never revealed his true Indian name to any white man, but accepted the

generic word, "Ishi" as his new name which simply means, Man. He emerges as a surprisingly

gentle person, who adapted successfully to life in the modern world. Making friends with selected

Americans, learning to live and almost thrive in the municipal jungle, he earned respect and

admiration for his "primitive" skills. In fact Ishi left indelible memories upon those who were

privileged to know him well and enjoy his company.
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